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I  n t he  l a t t e r  ha l f  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e nt u r y , A us t r a l i a ns 
a d o p t e d  a  new form of housing called townhouses and
villa units. Or so t he y  t ho ug ht .  Ac t ua l l y  wha t  r e a l l y 
ha p p e ne d  i s  t e r r a c e  ho us e s  were put on top of, or
behind car parking spaces and the back alleys turned
into driveways. Nobody knew it at the time, but a g o o d 
o l d  A u s t r a l i a n  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  r e - i n v e n t e d . 

CONTINUING A 19TH CENTURY TRADITION
To wn h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a  u n i t s  a r e  b e c o mi n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o mm o n  i n  Au s t r a l i a n 
c i t i e s  a n d  t o wn s .  I n  m a n y  r e s p e c t s , t h e y  a r e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y  t e r r a c e  h o u s e . 

Un l i k e  h o me  u n i t s  a n d  h i g h - r i s e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  o f t e n 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  w h e r e  o n e  u n i t  s t a r t s  a n d  a n o t h e r  e n d s ,  t o wn h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a s 
s t i l l  r e t a i n  s o m e  r e c o g n i s a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y . Us u a l l y  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n t a i n  l i f t s . 
Of t e n  t h e y  h a v e  wi d e  b a l c o n i e s , decks, small gardens and dividing walls which
are similar to the 19th c e n t u r y  t e r r a c e  h o u s e . 

ADVANTAGES OF TOWNHOUSES AND VILLAS
Th e  p r i m a r y  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t o wn h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a s  a r e  s i mi l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t e r r a c e 
h o u s e s : 

• E a c h  u n i t  i s  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d .
• T h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  a  d e c k ,  b a l c o n y ,  s m a l l  g a r d e n  o r  t e rr a c e .
• Th e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  g r o u n d  l e v e l  t h a n  ma n y  f l a t s  o r  h o m e  units.
• O f t e n  a  f r a g m e n t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  w a l l s  a n d  r o o f s ,  m a k e s  t h e  t o t a l 

b u i l d i n g  s e e m l e s s  b u l k y . 
• T o  s u m  u p ,  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  l i k e  a  h o u s e  t h a n  a  f l a t . 

DENSITY
I n  c h o o si n g  to  b uy  a  to wn h ou s e  or  v i ll a  un i t , y o u  ar e  c ho o s i ng  t o l i v e at five to ten
times the density of suburban housing.

This is the one single factor which will impact more than anything e l s e  o n 
y o u r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a m e n i t y  a n d  l i f e s t y l e .

As  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  y o u  wi l l  h a v e  mo r e  n e i g h b o u r s  l i v i n g  c l o s e r  t o  yo u. Th ere 
is  a  li kel ih ood  of  i ncr eas ed  no ise , les s p ri vac y, mo re car s, small er  pr iva te  ga rde ns ,
mo re  pe opl e coming  a nd goi ng  at  od d hou rs. Th er e  i s a l s o l e ss  l i ke l i h oo d  t ha t  a ll  o f
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y o ur  n e ig h b o ur s  wil l  ha v e  li fe sty les  s imi lar  t o y our  o wn, mo re  of  a ri sk tha t you ng
ch il dre n wil l get on older neighbours' nerves, less storage outside the interior of
y o u r  h o m e , mo r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n s  y o u  ma y  wa n t  t o  m a k e  t o  t h e 
e x t e r i o r , a n d  s o  o n . 

This is simply the way it has to be. Increased density has those kinds of
impacts on lifestyle and amenity. In checking out town-h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a  u n i t s , 
y o u  n e e d  t o  p a y  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s o rt s  o f i s s ue s , o t h e rwi s e  y o u  ma y  f in d 
y o ur s e l f d i s ap p o in t e d  a n d  fr u s t ra t e d .

PREPARING YOURSELF
If  y ou've ne ver  li ve d i n t ownho use s, fl ats  o r h ome  u nit s, wh ich  ma ny  Au s t r a l i a n s 
h a v e n 't ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y  a b o u t  t h e  differences you may find.

S M A L L N E S S 
Townh ou s es  a n d vi ll a  u ni t s te nd  to  b e  s ma ll e r th a n su bu r ba n h ou se s. Th is  u s ua l l y 
a r is e s  fr o m th e  de v e l op e r 's d e s ir e  t o t a ke  ma xi mu m a dv an ta g e of  th e nu mbe r o f
u ni ts  t h e Co u nc il 's  pl an n in g co d es  a l lo w on  th e s it e. Co un ci l  c od es  of te n  s et 
min imum si ze s  f or  o n e, t wo an d t hr ee  be dr oo m u ni t s, a nd  de ve l op er s t ry  t o  k ee p t he 
s iz e do wn to  th e c o d e  l i m i t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u mb e r  o f  u n i t s  o n  t h e  s i t e .  Yo u 'l l 
g en er al l y be  bu yi ng  so me wha t sma ll er  ro oms, an d s omewha t  t ig h te r planning than
you would expect in the typical suburban house. It's i mp o r t a n t  t o  c h e c k  t h e 
mi n i mu m s p a c e  y o u r  f u r n i s h i n g  a r r a n g e ments require.

G A R D E N S 
Yo u wil l o bv iou sly  h ave  le ss , o r n ex t t o n o gar den  t o l ook  a fte r. Ev en if the to tal
complex h as a l ot of common  garde n, it will b e main tained  b y  t h e  B o d y  C o r p o r a t e , 
t h e  ma n a g e me n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  o w n e r s .  I f  y o u 'r e  a  k e e n  g a r d e n e r ,  y o u 'l l 
h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  y o u r  i n te r e s ts  t o  p o t  p l a n ts , i nd o o r  p l a n ts  a nd  p l an t i n g b e d s, o r 
f i nd  o t he r  ho bb ies .

S T O R A G E 
Wh en  it  co me s t o s to rag e y ou  ne ed to  me asu re  yo ur ne eds  ca re ful ly. There is no
attic, area under the house, garden shed, back verandah o r  s p a r e  r o o m i n  a 
t o wn h o u s e . Ma k e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  y o u r  c u r r e n t  s t o r a g e  a r e a s , t h e i r  s i z e  a n d  c a p a c i t y ,
a n d  s e e  h o w m u c h  y o u  c a n  d o  wi t h o u t . W h i l e  t h e r e  ma y  b e  l o c k  u p  s t o r a g e 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g a r a g e s ,  i t  may be three flights of stairs and 50 metres from
your front door.
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A L T E R I N G  I T 
I f  y o u  l i k e  f i d d l i n g  w i t h  y o u r  h o u s e ,  a d d i n g  a  p e r g o l a  h e r e , a  t r e l l i s  t h e r e ,  a  n e w 
d o o r wa y  b e t w e e n  r o o m s ,  l a y i n g  t i l e s  o n  t h e  t e r r a c e ,  r e p a i n t i n g  t h e  w i n d o ws , 
y o u  c a n  f o r g e t  i t .  A n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  o r  t o 
s t r u c t u r a l  w a l l s  o r  f l o o r s ,  wi l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  B o d y  C o r p o r a t e , 
wh i c h  me a n s  a l l  y o u r  p r o p e r t y - o wn i n g  n e i g h b o u r s . I t 's  u n l i k e l y  t h e y 'l l  a g r e e  t o 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  o r  a d d i t i o n s . 

C H I L D R E N 
Ch il d r e n wi l l f i nd  i t  q u i t e d i f fe r e n t l i vi n g  in  t o wn h o u se s  o r v i ll a  u ni t s  a n d  s o  w i l l 
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I n  t h e  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  b a c k y a r d  i n  w h i c h 
c h i l d r e n  c a n  p l a y . I n  t h e  t o wn h o u s e  o r  v i l l a  u n i t , t h e r e  i s  e i t h e r  t h e  b a l c o n y  o r 
s ma l l  g a r d e n ,  o r  t h e  c o mmo n  g r o u n d s . The latter may be down a flight of stairs,
around a corner, and next to a neighbour's living room, all of which can be
annoying. For parents with small babies, or older teenagers, it probably doesn't
matter mu c h . Fo r  t h o s e  wi t h  c h i l d r e n  f r o m t o d d l e r  t o  t e e n - a g e  y e a r s , i t  c a n  make
for some adjustments in family life, and affect the relationships b e t w e e n  p a r e n t s 
a n d  c h i l d r e n . 

YOUR OWN CHECKLIST OF PRIORITIES
Ma ke  y o ur s e l f a  ch e c k li s t  of  p r io r i t ie s  an d  n ee d s . Re - r ea d  Cha p t er  1 2 , 'Buying
housing—a chapter for everybody', especially the section— ' Y o u r  O w n  C h e c k 
L i s t ' .  U s e  t h e  s a m e  a p p r o a c h . 

A l s o  r e v i e w  t h e  r u l e s  i n  Ch a p t e r  1 2  f o r  ' I n s p e c t i n g  t h e  P r o p e r t y ' . T h e y  a p p l y 
e q u a l l y  t o  c h e c k i n g  o u t  t o wn h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a s . 

FEATURES YOU SHOULD CHECK

ENTRIES, DRI VES, GARAGES, VI SITOR CARPARKI NG, STORAGE,
G AR B AG E,  NI G HT  LI GH T I N G,  SI G NS  AN D RAI N SHE L TE R

It may seem strange to lump these all together, but they are the front s i d e  o f  y o u r 
p r o s p e c t i v e  h o me , a n d  i n v o l v e  s o m e  i mp o r t a n t  q u e s tions.
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Che ck  t h e fo l lo wi ng : 

• H o w  e a s y  i s  i t  t o  d r i v e  i n  a n d  o u t ? 
• I s  t h e  s t r e e t  b u s y ? 
• Ca n  y o u  s e e  o n c o mi n g  t r a f f i c  a s  y o u  d r i v e  o u t ? 
• Wi ll  it  be  d iff icu lt  to  ma no euv re yo ur car  o n t he dr ive way  a nd int o y o u r  g a r a g e 

o r  c a r p o r t ? 
• Do you have to get out of the car to open the garage door?
• I s  t h e  g a r a g e  b i g  e n o u g h ? 
• Do e s  i t  c o n t a i n  l o c k a b l e  s t o r a g e ? 
• Wh e r e  d o  y o u  w a s h  y o u r  c a r ? 
• Wh e r e  d o  v i s i t o r s  p a r k ?  Ho w ma n y  c a n  p a r k  t h e r e ? 
• If  yo u   h ave    a   t ra ile r,   wi nd sur fer ,   c ata ma ran ,   b oat ,   b icy cle , m o t o r c y c l e , 

w h e r e  d o  y o u  p a r k  o r  s t o r e  i t ? 
• Wha t is t he nig ht lig hting like? Obviou sly yo u'll h ave to  come back a t  n i g h t  t o 

c h e c k ,  b u t  c a n  y o u  s e e  w e l l  e n o u g h  f o r  s a f e t y  a n d  s ec ur it y ?
• W h e r e  a r e  t h e  g a r b a g e  c a n s  k e p t ,  a n d  h o w  f a r  w i l l  y o u  h a v e  t o  c a r r y  g a r b a g e 

f r o m  y o u r  u n i t ? 
• Ar e the  si gn s e asy  t o f ind  a nd fol lo w, esp ec ial ly at  ni ght ? Re me mb e r ,  y o u r 

f r i e n d s  w i l l  w a n t  t o  f i n d  y o u  i n  y o u r  n e w  u n i t .
• Ca n you  ge t fro m t he  ga rag e to you r ent ry wi tho ut go ing  ou t in the  rai n?
• How far will you have to carry shopping from the car to the unit e n t r y ,  a n d  u p 

h o w  ma n y  s t e p s ? 

S U N L I G H T 
Wh e n  y o u 'r e  s h o wn  i n t o  t h e  u n i t ,  wa l k  o u t  o n t o  t h e  b a l c o n y , o r  terrace, and
check the direction of north, east and west (remember yo ur  co mpa ss ). Hav e a l ook 
at  t he sha do ws cas t by the  e ave s o r dec k above. How much sun is coming into the
living room, or is likely to, in w i n t e r , a n d  o n  a  h o t  s u m m e r  a f t e r n o o n . 

Remember this balcony or terrace, and the living room, are the o nl y pl a ce s y ou 
wil l be  ab le  to  e nj o y th e  s un . You  a l so  d on 't wa n t to  b a k e  o n  a  h o t  s u m me r 
a f t e r n o o n .

Unl es s y ou  l i ke  win t er  c h il l, o r  s ummer  a ft e rn oo n  h ea t, tr y t o ge t th is  pr ima ry 
so la r r ela ti ons hip  r igh t. It  ma kes  t he wor ld  of  di ff ere nce  t o  l i f e  l i v e d  a t  t h e  d e n s i t y 
o f  t o w n h o u s e s  o r  u n i t s .

Ch e c k  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  t e r r a c e  o r  l i v i n g  r o o m  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  ove rshado wed by 
nei ghbour ing pa rts of  the b uildin g. You 'll be  livin g w i t h  t h o s e  s h a d o w s  f o r  a  l o n g 
t i m e .
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P R I V A C Y 
Privacy is something that is easily invaded when living at the density o f 
t o w n h o u s e s  o r  v i l l a s .

L o o k  t o  s e e  w h o s e  w i n d o w s ,  d o o r s , d e c k s  a n d  g a r d e n s  y o u  c a n  l o o k  i n t o , 
a n d  f i g u r e  o u t  i f  t h e y  c a n  l o o k  b a c k  i n t o  t h i s  u n i t .  I f  n e i g h b o u r s  c a n  e a s i l y 
l o o k  i n t o  t h e  u n i t  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  m i n d  keeping the curtains pulled and the
blinds down to maintain privacy?

V E N T I L A T I O N 
Wi t h  o n l y  t wo  e x t e r n a l  wa l l s , c r o s s  v e n t i l a t i o n  i s  n o t  a l wa y s  a s  g o o d  a s  i n 
s u b u r b a n  h o u s e s . 

I f  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  y o u r  h o me wo r k , d i s c o v e r i n g  f r o m w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n  t h e 
wi n d s  b l o w,  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  go od  cr oss -
ve nt ila tio n.

I f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  s i d e  o n  t o  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w i n d s ,  c r o s s - v e n t i l a t i o n  ma y b e 
l e ss e n e d.

V I E W S 
Are you being sold the glory of the views? If so, will a new building opposite
block them out, or will trees grow to screen it.
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The  p os s ib il i ty  o f a  n ew bu il di n g be i ng  b ui l t ca n  b e ch e ck ed  by  t ak i ng  t h e
a dd re ss e s of  th e ad j oi ni n g pr op e rt ie s , an d t al ki n g wi th  th e Co un c i l  p l a n ni n g 
d e pa r t men t  t o s e e i f  th e  l an d  i s z o n ed  f or  t o wn - h o u s e s  o r  h i g h - r i s e  f l a t s , o r  c o u l d 
b e  r e z o n e d . I f  s o , i t  i s  b e s t  t o  a s s u me  t h a t  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  t h e  v i e w ma y  b e  b u i l t 
o u t  u n l e s s  y o u r  u n i t  i s  w e l l  u p  t h e  h i l l  o r  e l e v a t e d .

SECURITY, NOISE AND NEIGHBOURS

S E C U R I T Y 
Un f o r t u n a t e l y  s e c u r i t y  i s  b e c o mi n g  a  p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n  i n  ma n y  a re as , i nc lu d in g
a ro un d t ownh o us es  a n d vi l la s. De si gn i ng  b ui l di ng s  f o r s e c ur i t y  i s  of t e n  d i f f ic u l t ,
a n d t h e  me t h od s  of  c r imi n a ls  a n d s u r v e i l l a n c e  s y s t e ms  r e g u l a r l y  c h a n g e  a n d 
e v o l v e .

I f  s e c u r i t y  i s  a  r e a l  c o n c e r n ,  s e e k  a d v i c e  f r o m a  c o mm e r c i a l  s e cu r i t y
c o mp a n y .
Bu t  t o  b e g i n  wi t h , c h e c k  t h e  f o l l o wi n g : 

• I s  t h e  n i g h t  l i g h t i n g  i n  p u b l i c  a r e a s  a d e q u a t e ? 
• Are these areas overlooked by many neighbours? The possibility o f  b e i n g  s e e n 

i s  s o m e  d e t e r r e n t .
• I s  i t  e a s y  t o  c l i mb  o n t o  o r  i n t o  y o u r  b a l c o n i e s , t e r r a c e s , d e c k s  o r  g ar de ns ? 
• Ar e  t h e r e  d e a d l o c k s  o n  e x t e r n a l  d o o r s , e f f e c t i v e  wi n d o ws  l o c k s  a n d  a  c h a i n 

b o l t  o n  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ? 
• I s  t h e r e  a  s p y  l e n s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ? 
• I s  t h e  l o c a l i t y  k n o wn  f o r  b u r g l a r y  o r  a s s a u l t ? 

We do n't  wan t  t o li v e in  a fo rt r es s b ut  a t t he  s a me  t ime  we wan t to  f e e l  s a f e  i n  o u r 
o wn  h o me . 

N O I S E 
Unwelcome noise is one of the most frequently heard complaints f r o m p e o p l e 
l i v i n g  i n  h i g h e r  d e n s i t y  h o u s i n g .

Un fo rtu nat el y y ou ma y n ot he ar ann oy ing  no is es dur in g a n o rd inary inspection.
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  k i n d s  o f  n o i s e  p r o b l e m s ,  e x t e r n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a l .
Ad jo i n i ng  r o ad s  ma y  b e h e a vi l y  tr a f f ic k e d, t h e b u i ld i n g  ma y  be  n ea r a r ai lwa y

l in e, u n de r a  f li gh t  p at h , ju st  ne ar  tr af fi c  l ig h ts  f ro m whi c h ve hi c le s wil l be 
a cc el er a ti ng , o r ad j oi ni n g co mme rc ia l  p re mi s e s  t h a t  a r e  o p e n  l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  Al l  o f 
t h e s e  ma y  b e  s o u r c e s  o f  un we lco me no ise , a nd  ca n u su all y b e obs erv ed  at  ti me  of 
in sp ect ion .
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I n t e r n a l  n o i s e  i s  l e s s  e a s y  t o  p r e d i c t  b u t  s o m e  t h i n g s  c a n  b e  c h ec k e d :

• A r e  b a t h r o o m s  i n  a d j o i n i n g  u n i t s  b a c k  t o  b a c k ,  o r  u n d e r  o r  a b o v e  e a c h 
o t h e r ,  s o  t h a t  p l u m b i n g  n o i s e s  a r e  a t  l e a s t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o g e t h e r ? 
L i k e w i s e  f o r  k i t c h e n s . 

• D o  a n y  w i n d o w s  o f  b e d r o o m s  o p e n  o p p o s i t e  o t h e r  u n i t s '  l i v i n g  r o o m s ?  I f 
s o ,  l o u d  m u s i c  m a y  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  y o u r  s l e e p . 

• A r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ?  I f  s o ,  noise may
echo more strongly off walls.

• Are driveways, in particular those climbing to exits, under your w i n d o w s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w s ?  I f  s o ,  c a r  n o i s e  m a y  b o t h e r  y o u .

Yo u  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  i t  t o  b e  n o i s i e r .  Th e  d e n s i t y  s i mp l y  ma k e s  f o r  more noise.
But check the above, and if noise bothers you, be careful a b o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e s e 
d e t a i l s . 

Yo u  wo n ' t  b e  a b l e  t o  a v o i d  h e a r i n g  s o me  o f  wh a t  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  are up to.
Some of us actually like to listen in, as long as it doesn't get so loud as to annoy
us.

N E I G H B O U R S  A N D  TH E  BO D Y  CO R P O R A T E 
Pr ob a b l y, y o ur  n e ig h b o ur s  wil l  be  y o ur  Bo dy  Co rp o r a te , th e  man a g e ment
organisation for the building. Those who are renting, of course, a r e  n o t  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  B o d y  Co r p o r a t e ,  b u t  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  r e n t e d  uni ts are .

As a result of corporate title, you will be required to have formal, if n o t 
i n f o r m a l ,  r e l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o p e r t y  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r a t e s ,  e t c .  Y o u  s h o u l d 
s e e k  l e g a l  a d v i c e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B o d y  C o r p o r a t e ' s  ma n a g e me n t  b e f o r e 
d e c i d i n g  t o  b u y . Th e  i s s u e s  a r e  c o mp l e x  i n v o l v ing such things as voting rights,
and financial management. They can affect your use of common property and the
amount you may have to c o n t r i b u t e  f o r  p e r i o d i c  m a i n t e n a n c e .  F i n d  a  s o l i c i t o r 
e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s t ra t a  ti t l e  c o n tr a c t s b e f or e  y ou  c o ns i d er  b u yi n g , a n d  se e k  hi s / he r 
a d vi c e  on what to look for. Also re-read Chapter 5 on contracts.

Not only will you have more neighbours, they may be more varied. T h e r e  c a n 
b e  s i n g l e s ,  y o u n g  c o u p l e s  w i t h ,  a n d  w i t h o u t ,  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  m i d d l e - a g e d 
c o u p l e s  w i t h  t e e n a g e r s ,  o l d e r  c o u p l e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s . Y o u  ma y  a l l  h a v e 
l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h  Bo d y  C o r p o r a t e ,  a n d  d i f f e r i n g  l i f e s t y l e s 
a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s . 

I t  c a n  a d d  u p  t o  a  r i c h e r  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  o r  t o  h e i g h t ened
tensions, depending how you approach it. It is for such reasons t h a t  c h e c k i n g  t h e 
d e s i g n  f o r  p r i v a c y  c a n  b e  c r i t i c a l . 
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INTERNAL FURNISHINGS, LIGHT AND POWER POINTS
Can you fit your furniture into the rooms, move it in through the various stairs
and corridors, and does your furnishing style go with t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ? 
Mo s t  t o wn h o u s e s ,  a n d  v i l l a  u n i t s ,  t e n d  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  ' t h e 
b l a n d  m o d e r n  s t y l e ' .  I f  y o u r  furnishing style is out of keeping with this, you
may have some i n t e r e s t i n g  d e c o r a t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s . 

Pay special attention to light and power points as they are hard to c h a n g e .  Th e 
e l e c t r i c a l  c o n d u i t s  wi l l  b e  c a s t  i n t o  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r s ,  a n d  b r i c k  o r  c o n c r e t e 
b l o c k  w a l l s .  N o t e  h o w  m a n y  t h e r e  a r e ,  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  a n d  i f  t h e r e  a r e 
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  y o u r  n e e d s .  A d d i n g  n e w  o n e s  m a y  n o t  b e  e a s y . 

GARDENS, BALCONIES AND TERRACES
W h i l e  y o u  m i g h t  o wn  y o u r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c o m mo n  g a r d e n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o d y 
C o r p o r a t e ,  y o u  m a y  n o t  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  u s i n g  t h e  l a w n  f o r  y o u r  p r i v a t e 
b a r b e c u e  i n  s i g h t  o f  m a n y  o f  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r s . 

H o w  b i g  i s  t h e  u n i t ' s  p r i v a t e  g a r d e n ,  b a l c o n y  o r  t e r r a c e ?  P a c e  i t  o u t . Ca n 
y o u  d o  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  o n  i t , o r  i n  i t ?  Wi l l  t h e  g a r d e n  t a b l e , c h a i r s ,  p o t  p l a n t s , 
b a b y ' s  w a t e r  b a t h ,  s u n  l o u n g e ,  b a r b e c u e  a n d  c l o t h e s  d r y i n g  r a c k ,  a l l  f i t  o n 
i t ,  a n d  s t i l l  g i v e  y o u  r o o m  t o  w a l k  a r o u n d ?  Do e s  i t  d r a i n  p r o p e r l y ?  Th e  l a s t 
t h i n g  y o u  w a n t  i s  f l o o d i n g  o n  t h e  d e c k  o r  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  o v e r f l o w i n g  i n t o 
t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m . 

A s  a  g u i d e ,  3 . 5  x  1 . 8  m e t r e s  i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  b a l c o n y  o r  d e c k  w h i c h  can
reasonably accommodate tables and chairs. Anything narrower t h a n  1 . 8  m e t r e s 
i s  h a r d  t o  u s e  f o r  a n  o u t d o o r  t a b l e  s e t t i n g . 

R e m e m b e r ,  t h i s  i s  y o u r  o n l y  p r i v a t e  o u t d o o r  s p a c e .  I s  i t  l a r g e  e n o u g h ? 

FIRST, AND PROFESSIONAL INSPECTIONS
Use the checklist 'Immediate Things You Should Check' in Chapter 1 2  ' B u y i n g 
H o u s i n g ' ,  w h e n  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y . 

I f  y o u  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u y i n g  c o n s i d e r  t h e  R o y a l  A u s t r a l i a n 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t ' s  R e s i d e n t i a l  P r o p e r t y  I n s p e c t i o n  Se r v i c e . 

GOOD DESIGN AND MEDIUM-DENSITY HOUSING
T o w n h o u s e s  a n d  v i l l a s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  f o r m s  o f  h o u s i n g  i n  Au s t r a l i a ,
a n d  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s i g n  we l l .  De v e l o p e r s ,  t h e i r  d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d  a r c h i t e c t s , 
a r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g .  O f t e n  t h e  C o u n c i l  p l a n n i n g  c o d e s  c o m p l i c a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n 
h e l p  t h e  m a t t e r . 
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T h e  ma r g i n  f o r  e r r o r  i s  n o t  a s  g r e a t  a s  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e s , 
w h e r e ,  i f  i t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  r i g h t ,  t h e  o wn e r  c a n  a l t e r  i t  l a t e r  t o  i m p r o v e  t h i n g s , o r 
g r o w  a  t r e e  t o  h i d e  i t .  A s  t o w n h o u s e s  a r e  m o r e  complicated structures, and
because of the fire safety requirements o f  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e 
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  B o d y  Co r p o r a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  r a r e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  o w n e r s 
c a n  d o  m u c h  a b o u t  b u i l t - i n  d e s i g n  f a u l t s . 

It is important that you pay special attention to the design when i n s p e c t i n g  t h e 
p r o p e r t y .  O n c e  y o u  h a v e  b o u g h t , t h e r e  ma y  b e  l i t t l e ,  i f  anything, you can do
about things you didn't notice and now don't like.

Townhouses and villas can be great ways of living, and because t h e y  a r e  o f t e n 
b u i l t  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h i n g s ,  p r o v i d e  y o u  wi t h  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s  t o  u r b a n 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  B u t  m a k e  c e r t a i n  y o u  l i k e  t h e  wa y  i t 's  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t . I t 
i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a l t e r  i t  v e r y  m u c h  a f t e r  y o u  m o v e  i n . 


