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Ch oo s in g wh ere to live is  an  a r t. Pr in ces a n d  k in g s o f ten  ch os e
positions beside rivers and lakes, on hills, or beside trade routes. They
chose to be close to what gave them pleasure or o p p o r t u n it i e s .  S o  c a n 
w e .

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
Th e pro per ty  in ves tment  in du str y h as  a fir st  ru le of  th umb  f or a g oo d investment, it's
'location, location, location'. Get the location right a nd  y ou  ha ve  ta ke n t he  f i rs t st e p
t o ge tt i ng  t h e in ve s tmen t  r ig ht . The  sa me  pr inc ip le app li es to bu yin g h ou sin g.
Ch oo se whe re  to  li ve  fi rst , then choose your property.

ACCESS TO THE GOOD THINGS OF LIFE
Wh er e  y ou  c h oo s e  t o  l iv e  i nf l u e nc e s , e v e n d e c id e s , y o u r  a c c e ss  t o ma n y o f  th e 
i mpo r t a nt  s e rv i c es , a me n i t ie s  a nd  o p po r t un i t i es  o f  l i f e . Such things as shopping,
commercial services, public transport, s ch oo ls , c ol l eg es , u ni ve r si ti es , j ob s ,
b us hl an d , be a ch es , v ie ws , g oo d g a r d e n i n g  s o i l s , e t h n i c  c e n t r e s ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  o u r  t o wn s  a n d  c i t i e s .  Th e y  a r e 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  u r b a n  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l 
e n v i r o n me n t  s u c h  a s  r i v e r s , h i l l s , l a k e s  o r  b e a c h e s . 

TRADE-OFFS
Wh e n  c h o o s i n g  wh e r e  t o  l i v e  d e c i d e  h o w i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t o  h a v e  a cc es s t o th e se 
o pp or tu n it ie s  a nd  s e rv ic e s. Dec i de  wh et he r y ou  wa nt  t o t ra de  ac ce ss  ag ai n st  t he 
t yp e of  ho us i ng  y ou  wo ul d  l ik e t o li v e in . Th e c l o se r  y ou  a re  t o  t h i n gs  t h at  l o ts  o f
p e op l e  li k e , t h e  h a r d er  y o u w i l l  h a v e  t o  c o m p e t e  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  d e a l . 

P r o x i m i t y  t o  d e s i r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  b e a c h e s ,  w a t e r  vi ews, or bi g
ci ty  ameni ti es are  o fte n r ef lec ted  i n t he pr ice . Tod ay, as  ever, there is a price to pay
for access to the 'best things of life'. Alternatively, there is a price to pay in travel
time and transport e x p e n s e  i n  b u y i n g  c h e a p , f u r t h e r  o u t .  Th e  c h e a p e r  p r o p e r t i e s 
a r e  often those with the least access to the urban and environmental o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
a n d  a m e n i t i e s  v a l u e d  b y  ma n y  p e o p l e .
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STRIKING A BALANCE
I n  c h o o si n g  wh e r e t o  li v e , t h e  sk i l l  i s  in  s t ri k i n g a  h ap p y  ba l a nc e  be tween  wh at  yo u
wa nt  to  li ve  in , whe re you  want  to  l ive , h ow mu ch you want to be close to some of
the 'good things of life', and how m u c h  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d ,  o r  a r e  p r e p a r e d , t o  p a y .

Se t  y o u r  p r i o r i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  l i s t . I n  b u y i n g  h o u s i n g  y ou  a re  bu yi n g
a cc es s. Let  e ve r yb od y  i n th e  h ou s eh ol d h av e a  s ay . The re may  be di fferen t prio rities 
you  will need t o bala nce. Everybo dy wi ll  h a ve  t o  l i v e wi t h t h e  c o n s eq u e n ce s  of  t h e
c h oi c e s  a n d  co mp ro mises.

D o e s n ' t N o t  v e r y I m p o r t a n t Ve ry 
ma t t e r i m p o r t a n t i m p o r t a n t 

Educ ati on
Clo se Pri ma ry  sc ho o l.                                                                                                 
t o:          Hig h sc h oo l                                                                                                       

Co ll e g e s                                                                                                              
Universities                                                                                              

Sho pping 
Cl os e Smal l  s ho p s                                                                                                        
to : Bi g sho ppi ng 

c en tr e                                                                                                                   

Tr ans po rt 
Clo se Bus  r ou t es                                                                                                          
to: Train station                                                                                                                   

Sh or t d riv e to
   wo rk                                                                                                                  
Saf e bike  ride
   t o  s c h o o l s                                                                                               

Re cr  eat ion
Cl os e Be ac h e s                                                                                                              
To Swimmi n g p o o ls                                                                                       

Clu bs                                                                                                                   
Parks                                                                                                                                 

Ot h e r  e n t e r t a i n me n t ,
   recreational
   o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
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D o e s n ' t N o t  v e r y I m p o r t a n t Ve ry 
ma t t e r i m p o r t a n t i m p o r t a n t 

( l i s t  y o u r  o wn )                                                                                        
                                                                                      
                                                                                      

Work
Cl o s e Cu r r e n t  wo r k p l a c e ( s )                                                                               
t o : Fu t u r e  j o b 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s                                                                                            

Bush and g ar  den
Cl o s e Bu s h l a n d                                                                                                   
to: Sc e n i c  v i e w s                                                                                             

Good garden soil                                                                                                          

Li fe s t y le 
Cl os e Pe op le of yo ur own  c las s                                                                                 
t o: Lif es ty l e                                                                                                              

Et hn ic gro up                                                                                                       
Life stage                                                                                                                        

Cos t
Are as whe re you  can
fi nd  af for da ble  ho us ing                                                                                     

MAKING A MAP OF IMPORTANT LOCATIONS
Ch e c k  o u t  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  y o u r  t o wn  o r  c i t y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e r e  t h e  ‘ Ve r y 
i m p o r t a n t ’   a n d  ‘ I m p o r t a n t ’   f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  Ge t  a  g o o d 
ma p . Ma n y  o f  t h e m  wi l l  b e  m a r k e d  o n  i t . O t h e r s  y o u  c a n  c h e c k  t h r o u g h  t h e 
t e l e p h o n e  a n d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o r  c o m m u n i t y  information directories available
from newsagents or Councils.

Ma r k  t h e m a l l  o n  t h e  m a p . T a l k  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  t y p e  and cost of
housing in the various regions. Shade with coloured pencils the areas that are near
the opportunities and services you w a n t  a c c e s s  t o . C h e c k  i f  t h e y  c o n t a i n  h o u s i n g 
o f  t h e  t y p e  y o u  w a n t , a n d  c a n  a f f o r d . 
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MAKING A MENTAL MAP
Dri ve  a r ou nd  an d ha v e a l oo k at  it  a l l. Get  a fe e li ng  f o r wh e re  t he  important things
are located, so that you have a mental as well as a p a p e r  ma p .
Try  to fi gure o ut how long it wil l take  you, or you r chil dren t o walk , b i cy c l e , r i d e o r 
d r iv e  t o t h e  p l a ce s  t he y  n ee d  t o g e t  t o . Ob t a in  l o ca l  b u s / t r a i n  r o u t e s  a n d 
t i m e t a b l e s . T h e  t i me  n e e d e d  t o  t r a v e l  s o m e wh er e  i s a l way s  an  i mpo r t a nt  p a rt  o f 
h o w o f t en , o r e a sy  i t  i s , to  u s e t h o s e  p l a c e s .

Connect the mental map forming in your mind to the paper one. Le t the  me nt al
imag es rel at e t o a rr ang eme nt s s hown on the  p lan  vi ew o f  t h e  r e g i o n  o r 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 

Tre at  i t  a s a  g ame o f di s co ve ry  fo r a ll  t he  me mb e rs  o f y ou r f amil y o r  h o u s e h o l d .
Th e  k n o wl e d g e  y o u  g a i n  wi l l  s e r v e  y o u  we l l .

HOW LONG WILL PRESENT CHOICES LAST?

Nothing in life lasts. The choices you are now making should take i n t o  a c c o u n t 
t h a t  y o u r  n e e d s  w i l l  b e  d i f f e r e n t  a t  l a t e r  s t a g e s  o f  l i f e .

The  l oc at io n al  c h oi ce s o f yo u ng  s in g le  a d ul ts  a r e di f fe re nt  to  t h os e o f  p a r e n t s 
w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o f  g r a n d p a r e n t s .

In  what  li fe  st ag e a re yo u? How will  yo ur  ne eds  f or acc es s t o t own o r ur ba n 
o pp or tu n it ie s  c ha ng e  a s y ou  mov e  i nt o  t he  n e xt  s t ag e?  I t  i s un li kel y t ha t o ne
lo ca tio n, or  on e t yp e o f h ou sin g wil l s ati sf y a ll yo ur n e ed s  t hr o u g ho u t  l i f e . Yo u 
mi gh t  c ho o s e  t o  co mp r omi s e  s o me th i n g  n o w f o r  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l a t e r ,  o r  y o u 
mi g h t  c h o o s e  t o  mo v e  e v er y  5  o r  1 0 y e ar s  s o t h a t y o u r i mmed i a te  l i fe s t y le  n e ed s 
a r e b e t te r  satisfied. Whichever way you go about it, it is important to realise t h a t 
t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  y e a r s  w i l l  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o mp r o m i s e  e a r l i e r  ch oi ces .

So m e  t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  l i f e - s t a g e  l o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  a r e : 

Y o u n g  s i n g l e  a du l t s  w i l l  w a n t  c h e a p  h o u s i n g  c l o s e  t o  p u b l i c  t r an s p o rt , t o wo rk ,
c o ll e g e s a n d  u n i ve r s i ti e s , t h e  be a c h es , en t e r ta i n me n t  a n d  o t h e r  y o u n g  p e o p l e . 

Y o u n g  c o u p l e s  n e e d  h o u s i n g  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  c h a n c e  t o  b u i l d  'eq ui ty  in 
p ro pe rt y ' in  or de r t o fi n an ce  f u tu re  fa mi ly  ho us i ng , as  we ll  a s  b e i n g c l o se  t o wo r k,
o r  o n  mai n l i ne  t ra n s p or t  p ro v i d in g  f as t  c o n n e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  f a r - o u t  c h e a p e r 
s u b u r b s .

Ho u s e ho l ds  wi t h p r  e - t e e n c h i l dr  e n b e n e f i t  f r o m h o u s i n g  w i t h  p r iv a t e  v i s i bl e 
p l ay  s p ac e , wi t h  s h o r t s a f e wa l ki n g  or  b ic y c l e r o u te s  to  s cho ol, p ark s, among st
ot he r f ami li es wit h you ng ch ild ren , and  no t t o o  f a r  f r o m  s h o p p i n g ,  a n d  b u s e s  o r 
t r a i n s .
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Ho u s e ho l ds  wi t h t e e na g e  a nd  o l de r   c hi l dr  e n wi l l  wa n t  h o u s i n g  c l os e  t o h i g h
s c ho o l s , c o l le g e s, g o od  p u bl i c  tr a n s po r t  t o  t ee n a g e e n t er t a i nme n t a n d  r e c r ea t i o n,
a n d r e t ai l  a nd  c omme r ci a l  jo b  o pp o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w o m e n  r e - e n t e r i n g  t h e 
wo r k f o r c e .

Pa re nt s  wi t h g r  o wn c hil dr  e n ma y p r e fe r  h ou s i ng  c l os e  t o wo r k, e n t e r t a i n me n t 
a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .

R e t i r  e d  c o u p l e s  a n d  i n d i v i du a l s  m a y  d e s i r e  h o u s i n g  c l o s e  t o  s ho ps , g oo d
p ub li c t ra ns p or t, me di ca l  s er vi c es , r ec re at i on  a n d so ci a l o p po r t u ni t i e s.

The se  s i x ho u si ng  l i fe st y le s, i n  a n i de al  u r ba n e nv ir on men t, co ul d be
acc ommoda ted wi thout requir ing pe ople t o move  very much a t all. Ho we ver ,
Au st ral ian s are  st il l l ear ni ng how t o b uil d int egr at ed towns  a n d n e ig h b o ur h o o ds , an d 
a r e r a t he r  s lo w at  i t . Co n se q u e nt l y , y o u r c h o ic e s  of  t o da y  may  r eq u i r e y o u  t o  mov e 
l a te r  o n. Tr y t o  t a k e  t h i s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  w h e n  b u i l d i n g  y o u r  m e n t a l  a n d  p a p e r  ma p .

CHECKING THE TOWN PLANNING SCHEME
Go n e  a r e  t h e  d a y s  wh e n  we  c o u l d  j u s t  g o  o u t  a n d  b u i l d  o u r  t o w n s  a n d 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s  a s  we  p l e a s e d . Si n c e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  Se c o n d  Wo rl d War, most 
Au st ral ian  t own s a nd  ci tie s hav e b ee n s ubj ec t t o a n e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  d e g r e e  o f 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n .

Al mo st eve ry whe re th e l oca l Cou nci l wil l h av e maps  s howing  t he z on es  o f 
r es id en t ia l, co mmer c ia l, in du st r ia l a nd  o pe n  s pa c e de ve l op me n t pe rmi tt ed . The y
wil l al s o sh o w pr op o se d maj or  r o ad  d e ve lo pme nt s, ro ut es  of  e l ec tr ic i ty  a n d
d ra in ag e  l in e s as  we ll  a s  s pe ci a l us e s s u c h  a s  s c h o o l s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s . 

A vi sit  to  t he Co un cil  pl an nin g d ep art men t wil l q ui ckl y s ho w y ou wh at  t h e
p l an n e r s b e l ie v e  t h e  fu t u r e d e v el o p men t  wi l l  be . Get  t h e p l a nn e r  t o  e xp l a i n t h e 
ma ps  t o  y o u , a n d  a s k  if  t h e Co u nc i l  or  Sta t e  Pla nn in g  Aut h or it y a re  c on s id er i ng 
c ha ng in g  t he  ru le s. Pl an n in g is  a co ns tan tly  e vol vin g pro ces s. Th e p la ns may  h ave 
be en  in iti at ed man y y e ar s  b ef o r e  a n d  n e e d  a d j u st me n t t o  co p e  wi t h  n e w
d e ve l o p me n t  pressures.

As k  t h e  p l a n n e r s  h o w t h e y  s e e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  a r e a s  y o u 'r e  i n te r e s te d  i n. You 
ma y f i n d s o me p l ea s a n t o r  un p l e as a n t  s u r pr i s e s. B e t t e r  t o  b e  f o r e wa r n e d . 

However, please remember our planners are sometimes no better at foreseeing
sudden future changes than you or I. The plans they s h o w  y o u  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f 
t h e  p a s t  h i s t o r y  o f  a n  a r e a ,  c u r r e n t  development pressures, present and past
town planning theory and p ra ct ic e , an d  c ompe t in g p ri va te , p ub l ic  a nd  in st i tu ti on a l
i nt er es t s. As  s u c h  t h e y  a r e  c o m p r o mi s e s , s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e  a t  s o m e  t i m e  i n  t h e 
n e a r  o r  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .
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The y do , h owe ve r, s e t th e  c ur re n t co n tr ol s f or  t h e ar ea ( s)  y o u ma y b e 
c o ns i d e ri n g . Th e y a r e  t h e  le g i s la t i v e b a ck g r o un d  t ha t  ha s  c re a t e d y o u r p a p er  a nd 
me nt a l  ma p . Be t t er  t o  h a v e  s o me  i d e a  o f  wh a t  th o s e  p l a n n e r s  a r e  u p  t o  i f  y o u 
p l a n  t o  l i v e  t h e r e  f o r  s o m e  t i m e .

C h o o s e  w e l l .  T h e  c o s t  o f  m o v i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  a c c e s s  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  a n d 
p a i n f u l ,  i f  i t  c a n  b e  a f f o r d e d  a t  a l l . 


