
The Great Australian Dream

Pro ba bl y  n o o th er  n a ti on  ha s ma d e th e  f amil y  h ome  s uc h a  mat t er  o f n a ti o n a l
c o mmi t men t . It  i s l i k el y  t ha t  mor e  Aus t r al i a n s o wn , o r  ar e  b u y i n g , 't h e  f a mi l y 
h o m o ' t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y . At  l a s t  c o u n t  6 8 pe r c en t o f al l Aus tr a li an 
h ou se ho l ds  c o ul d cl a im t o  o wn , o r be  p a yi n g  of f , th e  su b u r ba n  h ome ,
t o wn h o u se , t er r a ce , h ome  u ni t  o r r e t ir e men t  v il l a .
We  a re a n at ion  of  'home b ui lde rs' a nd tak e gre at pr ide  in  b ein g s o. As
ind ividua ls, or  famil ies, we gene rally have more pr ivate reside ntial s pa ce  t h an 
mos t ot h er  p e op le  o n  t he  pl an et . I t is  on e o f th e p ri vi l eg es  of  b ein g Aus tra lia n.
Ot he rs may  l ive  in  b eau tif ul  'ol d wor ld vi lla ges ', b ut  mos t  Aus t ra li an s  c an  la y
c la im t o  h av i ng  mor e  h ou s eh ol d s pa ce . The extent of our suburbia speaks of
our desire for spaciousness a r o u n d  o u r  h o u s e s .
Bu t t h i ng s  a re  c ha n g i ng . Pet r o l  i s  n o l o ng e r  ch e a p . Ou r  b i g  ci t i es  s p ra wl  te n s 
o f  k i lo me t re s , re s u lt i n g  i n  l on g e r  j o u r ne y s  t o  wor k . Th e  c o s t  o f  l a n d  h a s 
r i s e n .  C o u n c i l s  a r e  s e t t i n g  h i g h e r ,  a n d  m o r e  e x pe n s i ve  d e ve l o pme n t 
s t an d a r ds . Mor e  Au s t r al i a n s a r e  n o w li v i ng  i n  t o wn h o u s c s ,  h o me  u n i t s  a n d 
r e t i r e me n t  v i l l a s .  Th e  c h a r m  o f  Co l o n i a l , Vi c t o r i a n , a n d  Fe d e r a t i o n  s t y l e s 
h a s  b e e n  r e d i s c o v e r e d . 
Th e  Au s t r a l i a n  Dr e a m o f  'o w n i n g  y o u r  o wn  h o me  o n  a  q u a r t e r  a cr e' i s 
c ha ng in g  t o i nc lu de  th es e  o th er  st yl e s of  h o us in g . As  a  re su l t we  h a v e  mo r e 
c h o i c e  a n d  mo r e  f r e e d o m t o  l i v e  i n  a  wa y  t h a t  b e s t  s u i t s  o u r  p e r s o n a l 
l i f e s t y l e .
I f th is  Gr ea t  Aus tr a li an  Dr ea m h as  g i ve n us  on e o f th e h ig he s t standards of
residential space per person in the world, the changes n o w t a k in g  p la c e 
s h ou l d  le t  u s a l so  a c hi e v e  t h e  hi g h e st  s ta n d a rd  o f  well-designed, comfortable
and beautiful housing.
I n st e a d  o f  Aus t r al i a n s t r a ve l l i ng  t o  v i s it  t h e 'o l d wo r ld  c h ar m of  t o w n s  a n d 
v i l l a g e s  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  Eu r o p e ',  l e t  u s  b u i l d  o u r  n e w h o u s e s ,  t o w n h o u s e s ,
u n i t s  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  v i l l a s  s o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  c o me s  t o  A u s t r a l i a  t o 
s e e  h o w  t o  h o u s e  a  n a t i o n  we l l . 
We  h ave  a ri ght  to  l ive  in  t he bes t des ign ed  an d b ui lt hou si ng in th e worl d, bu t
on ly  if  we  a sk for  i t, exp ec t i t, an d k now i t when  we s ee it . Any th in g  l es s  i s no t 
wor th  l i vi ng  wi th . Our  f i rs t st e p is  to  b ec o me  i n f o r m e d  a n d  d e t e r mi n e d 
c o n s u m e r s .


