
Preface

Th is  c o ns u me r g u id e  r es u l t ed  f r om a  co n v er s a t io n  wit h  J oh n  a nd  Mar io n For sy th 
whi le  r e vi ewi ng  t he i r ex p er ie nc e  o f c ommi ss i on in g  the design and construction of
a house. It became obvious, that a gui de hel ping p repare  peopl e for the ex perien ce
of buying  or bu ilding  h o u s i n g  wo u l d  a s s i s t  p r o s p e c t i v e  h o m e  o wn e r s . Th i s  b o o k  i s 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  J o h n  a n d  Ma r i a n 's  e n c o u r a g e me n t .

Others over the years have contributed advice and opportunities which have
tempered the architectural viewpoint with the client's p e rs p e c ti v e . Th e y i n c lu d e : 
• Robert Gutman, Professor of Sociology at Rutgers University, in th e Uni ted 

St at es of Ameri ca wh o, by ac cep tin g an arc hi tec t i nt o a  Gr a d u a t e  De p a r t me n t  o f 
So c i o l o g y , p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l e a r n i n g  t h e  s k i l l  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ' r e a l l y ' 
l i s t e n  t o  c l i e n t s ; 

• Ken Woolley, who was kind enough to let me loose on the Pettit a n d  Se v i t t 
p r o j e c t  h o u s i n g  c l i e n t e l e ; 

• Ro n  Se v i t t , wh o  g e n e r o u s l y  p r o d u c e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  p r o j e c t  h o me  c u s t o m e r s 
f r o m  w h i c h  I  c o u l d  l e a r n ; 

• Tony Vinson, who introduced me to the usefulness of sociology, a n d  g u i d e d 
me  t o  Ru t g e r s  Un i v e r s i t y ; 

• A h o s t  o f  c l i e n t s , r a n g i n g  f r o m t h o s e  wa n t i n g  p r i v a t e  h o u s e s ,  t o  g o ve r n men t 
d e pa r t men t s  an d  ag e n c ie s  who  wa nt e d  to  u nd e r s ta n d  mo re  ab out  t he hou si ng
ne ed s o f Aus tra lia ns . I n p ar tic ula r, An gel a San ds, fo rmerly  of th e Nati onal Capital 
Dev elopme nt Commissio n, w h o  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  t h e  n e e d s 
o f  m e d i u m  d e ns i t y   ho u si n g   re s id e n t s;   Gil l i a n  Mc Fe c    a n d  J i rn   At te r i d ge ,
fo rmerl y o f Wi ll oug hby  a nd Wa rr ing ah Co unc ils  r esp ect iv ely ; a nd  Jul ie Als ton,
Dav id Rya n and Chris Young of Ku- ring-gai  Counc il, a l l o f  wh o m op e n ed  t h e
wa y f o r  a  n u mb e r  o f  d ef i n i ti v e  st u d i es  o n r e t i r e me n t  h o u s i n g  a n d  s e r v i c e s ; 

• A n umbe r  o f p ro fe ss i on al  as so ci a te s o r pa rt n er s i nc lu di n g Ba r ba ra  Ad ams ,
Mi ch a e l  Fo x , We n dy  Sa rk i s s ia n  a nd  Dr I a n  Bu rn l e y  wh o  s h a r e d  i n  r e s e a r c h 
p r o j e c t s  o n  t h e  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  o f  Au s t r a l i a n s .
S u c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w o r k  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t  a n d  s o c i a l  p l a n n e r 
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de si gni ng ho usi ng, r epr ese nt ing  cl ie nts  wh o wan ted  r eti remen t h ous in g d eve lo ped ,
re se arc hin g the  ne ed s o f t he  ho usi ng  ma rke t, wo rki ng  wit h gove rnment  and i ndustr y
on the de velopment of  housi ng pol icy, a nd  t he  ex pe r ie nc e o f de a li ng  wi th  8 0 0 of 
Pet ti t a nd  Sev it t's  p ro j ec t h o me s  c us t o mer s  in  t h e 1 9 6 0s , h av e  p ro v i de d  a  r i c h  a n d 
r e wa r d i ng  s e t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I t  i s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
Australian people some of this knowledge in the hope that it may a s s i s t  a l l  t h o s e 
w h o  s e e k  b e t t e r  h o u s i n g . 

Man y pe o pl e r ea d dr a ft s o r se ct i on s o f th e man us c ri pt , o ff er i ng  c on s tr uc t iv e
c ri ti ci s m an d  e nc ou r ag eme nt . Th e y ha v e in cl u de d Ton y Pe er s , Ba r b a ra 
Co dd i n g to n , Ph i l ip  Ho ga n , Sa l l y  Co wp e r , Go r d on  Par ry , Mar il y n Mc Gr a th ,
Mat th ew Ke ll y , Va ne s sa  Mc Gr at h, Pa t Ho pk ins , Ma vi s Dalt on , J ame s Li nt on, Pa m
Du nl op, Ne vi lle  Mo se s, a n d Dr  Ia n  Bu rn l e y .

Ch a r l e s  Ma r t i n  p r e p a r e d  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .
Gl e n d a  Ti n s o n  a n d  Lu d a  Ni k i t i n  p e r s e v e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t y p i n g  with

wonderful charm.
Th e  a u t h o r , o f  c o u r s e ,  r e ma i n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v i e ws  a n d  o p i n i o n s 

e x p r e s s e d , b u t  h o p e s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  a l l  Australians who desire and
deserve to live in the best housing we k n o w  h o w t o  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d .
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